Graduate Seminars
Fall 2024, The Program in Comparative Literature

16:195:501
Introduction to Literary Theory: Novel Theories, Tutor Texts
Tuesday 12:10-3:10pm AB4052

Instructor: Chloe Kitzinger

This course is a graduate level introduction to literary theory that focuses on the problem of
“tutor texts”—the examples on which literary theories are built. We will be guided by questions
like the following: How do choices about what is typical— a work, an author, a tradition, or a
genre — shape the development of literary theories? What scope can any theory claim beyond
the work(s) and readings through which it is articulated; conversely, how and why do single
works give rise to many theories? What roles does translation play in the wide dissemination of
theories and in the theoretical dissemination of texts? With the challenges to the idea of the
“canon” articulated throughout the later 20th century, and the more recent rise of “distant
reading,” what can comparative literary scholarship still do with theories that spring from
interpretations of individual authors and works? In centering these questions, we will work
through one possible history of 20th-21st-century literary theory, paying particular intention to
inflection points where specific textual readings have been brought to bear on the discipline of
comparative literature. By the end of the seminar, students should have a new set of tools for
evaluating and mobilizing the potentials of literary theory now.

Our focal point as a class will be narrative and the novel. However, the final weeks of the course
will be devoted to sessions led by students on their own chosen reading, broadening our range of
“tutor texts” and theorists in accordance with participants’ disciplines, interests, and projects.
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