Graduate Seminars
Program in Comparative Literature
Spring 2025

16:195:502:01
Discipline and Profession
Friday 10:30-1:30 « ABW 4052

Professor Xiaojue Wang

Required for all first and second-year students in Comparative Literature.

16:195:510:01
Self Writing
Thursday 12:00-3:00 « ABW 6010

Professor Emily van Buskirk

Self-writing involves the simultaneous creation of a self and a text. Our seminar traces this dual process
of creation in a broad selection of self-writing, from diaries and essays to confessions, memoir,
autobiographical fiction, and documentary prose. We inquire about the relationship between certain
notions of the self and narrative forms, while studying central questions of life writing: diary writing as
self-training, narrative techniques that bridge fiction and non-fiction, the rhetoric of person, memory and
trauma, gender and sexual identity, the narrativization of time and space. We consider examples of
documentary prose in which the observing self is decentered. Our authors include Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Lev Tolstoy, Marcel Proust, Hannah Arendt, Walter Benjamin, Vladimir Nabokov, Lydia
Ginzburg, Varlam Shalamov, Primo Levi, Roland Barthes, and Susan Sontag.

16:195:609:01
Environmental Humanities and Decolonial Literature
Wednesday 3:50-6:50 « ABW 4190

Professor Anais Maurer

What can the Humanities bring to the world in our times of mass extinction, climate collapse, and
obscene inequality? These global issues will not be solved in labs, nor through algorithms: the current
world disorder is the product of a crisis of culture. This graduate seminar explores how literature imagines
radically different ways of organizing relations between living beings in our finite world. Our readings
will focus primarily on writers subjected to American and French domination, whose communities have
long been impacted by extractivism, militarism, and petrocapitalism. Investigating cultural performances
by writers from the empire’s edges, this seminar provides students with the opportunity to explore
foundational texts and methodologies in the fields of Environmental Humanities and Decolonial Studies,
while deepening their cultural understanding of the contemporary power dynamics shaping the main sites
of twenty-first century colonialism.

Readings, writing, and discussions in English. Students may choose to read Francophone texts in the
original language. Readings include works by Julian Aguon, Jean-Marc Jancovici and Christophe Blain,
Jessica Oublié, Shanaz Patel, Chantal Spits, and Albert Tuapopepe Wendt..



