SPRING 2011

861:455 POST-WAR CZECHOSLOVAK CULTURE: 
LITERATURE AND FILM
T6Th5-6 Emily Van Buskirk (cross-listed with 195:480:02)
Film screenings about twice a month during the double period
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This course will serve as an introduction to the vibrant culture of post-war Czechoslovakia through literature and film.  We will focus on questions of power and resistance through protest and laughter, of selfhood, history, adolescence, political change, and definitions of national, individual, and gender identity.  The tumultuous and eventful period of our inquiry begins with the establishment of the third republic following the Nazi occupation, moves through the Communist takeover in 1948, the ‘50s show trials, Prague Spring of ’68 and its aftermath, the Velvet Revolution of ‘89, and ends with the entry of the Czech Republic and Slovakia into the European Union in 2004.  We will read the post-modernist novels of the provocatively philosophical Milan Kundera, the virtuosic and poignant tales of storytelling pub goer Bohumil Hrabal, and the absurdist plays of dissident (later turned President) Václav Havel, as well as diverse works by Josef Škvorecký, Moravian-born Tom Stoppard, Daniela Fischerová and others.  We will watch films of the New Wave by Věra Chytilová, Jan Němec, and Oscar winners Miloš Forman and Jiří Menzel, and finish with the 2004 film Czech Dream, a controversial hoax critiquing mass consumerism and advertising.  A sampling of music (jazz, the Plastic People of the Universe) and memoirs (Heda Margolius Kovály) will broaden our understanding of culture in its interactions with politics.  All readings and discussion in English.
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