
French 241/Comparative Literature 251 

Major French Writers in Translation (in English) 

Queer French Writing 
Spring 2013, Tuesday and Friday, 9:50pm to 11:10am 

Scott Hall 202 (CAC) 

 

Andrew Parker, French/Comparative Literature 

195 College Avenue (Comp Lit Building) 

413-657-6022 (cell), acparker@rci.rutgers.edu 

Office Hours: Friday 11:30-12:30pm and by appt. 

 

A course on the literary imagination of queer sexualities in France from the mid-nineteenth 

century to the present.  Writers will include Flaubert, Sand, Verlaine, Rimbaud, Proust, Gide, 

Yourcenar, Colette, de Beauvoir, Genet, Wittig, Brossard, Taïa, and Foucault, among others.  

What makes French writing queer?  What makes queer writing French?  We will conclude with a 

selection of recent films exploring the impact of the AIDS pandemic and the legacy of French 

colonialism. 

 

All works will be read in translation and discussion will be in English.  Film screenings will be 

arranged for the last two weeks of the semester.  Writing for the course will include occasional 

quizzes, in-class exercises, and frequent short papers. 

 

Required Texts: 

 Nicole Brossard, Mauve Desert (1987) Coach House (1552451720) 

 Colette, The Pure and the Impure (1932) NYRB Classics (094032248X) 

 Gustave Flaubert, Three Tales (1877) Oxford University Press (0199555869) 

 Michel Foucault, ed., Herculin Barbin, Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a 

Nineteenth-Century French Hermaphrodite (1868/1980) Vintage (0394738624) 

 Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol. I: An Introduction (1975) Vintage (0679724699) 

 Jean Genet, Querelle (1947) Grove Press (0802151574) 

 André Gide, The Immoralist (1902) Penguin Books (0141182997) 

 Abdellah Taia, An Arab Melancholia (2008) Semiotext(e) (158435111X) 

 Monique Wittig, The Straight Mind (1992/2001) Beacon Press (0807079170) 

 Marguerite Yourcenar, Alexis (1929) Farrar, Straus and Giroux (0374519064) 

 

Please use these editions whether you purchase them new, used, or as ebooks.  Books are 

available at the Barnes and Noble University Bookstore on Somerset Street.  Additional 

readings will be posted on Sakai.  Please be advised that the readings and films may include 

violent and/or sexually explicit material. 

You should come to class ready to discuss the day’s assigned reading.  Bring your notes on the 

reading to class.  Expect to spend at least two hours preparing for every hour of class.  Plan for 

it.  This does not include the time required to write thoughtful papers. 

mailto:acparker@rci.rutgers.edu
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Syllabus 

 

Tue Jan 22  Introduction: Queer? French? Writing? 

Fri Jan 25  Gustave Flaubert, “A Simple Heart” from Three Tales 

 

Tu Jan 29  Michel Foucault, ed., Herculin Barbin… 

Fri Feb 01  Michel Foucault, ed., Herculin Barbin… 

 

Tue Feb 05  Paul Verlaine, selected poems (Sakai) 

Fri Feb 08  Arthur Rimbaud, selected poems (Sakai) 

 

Tue Feb 12 Marcel Proust, Sodom and Gomorrah, Part One, from In Search of Lost Time 

(Sakai) 

Fri Feb 15 Marcel Proust, Sodom and Gomorrah, Part One, from In Search of Lost Time 

(Sakai) 

 

Tue Feb 19  André Gide, The Immoralist 

Fri Feb 22  André Gide, The Immoralist 

 

Tue Feb 26  Marguerite Yourcenar, Alexis 

Fri Mar 01  Marguerite Yourcenar, Alexis 

 

Tue Mar 05  Colette, The Pure and the Impure 

Fri Mar 08  Colette, The Pure and the Impure 

 

Tu 03/12  Simone de Beauvoir, “The Lesbian” from The Second Sex (Sakai) 

Carolyn J. Dean, “The Making of Lesbian Sexuality,” from The Frail Social 

Body (Sakai)  
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Fri Mar 15  Class cancelled 

 

Tue Mar 19  Spring break 

Fri Mar 22  Spring break 

 

Tue Mar 26  Jean Genet, Querelle 

Fri Mar 29  Jean Genet, Querelle 

 

Tue Apr 2  Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol. I: An Introduction, pp. 1-73 

Fri Apr 5  Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol. I: An Introduction, pp. 75-159 

 

Tue Apr 9   Monique Wittig, The Straight Mind, pp. 1-58 

Fri Apr 12  Monique Wittig, The Straight Mind, pp. 59-100 

 

Tue Apr 16  Nicole Brossard, Mauve Desert 

Fri Apr 19  Nicole Brossard, Mauve Desert  

 

Tue Apr 23  Abdellah Taïa, An Arab Melancholia 

Fri Apr 26 François Ozon, dir., La Petite Mort [The Little Death] (23 mins., 2000) and 

other shorts 

 

Tue Apr 30 Sébastien Lifshitz, dir., Wild Side (93 mins., 2004) 

Fri May 03  André Techiné, dir., Les Témoins [The Witnesses] (112 mins., 2007) 

 

This course fulfills category “P” of the Core Curriculum, in which students learn “to analyze 

arts and/or literatures in themselves and in relation to specific histories, values, languages, 

cultures, and technologies.”   
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In successfully completing the course, students will have learned … 

 How to read with critical appreciation the works on the syllabus, which appear on 

everyone’s list of world masterpieces 

  Something about the terminology of literary and film criticism  

 A great deal about nineteenth- and twentieth-century French political, social, literary 

and cultural history 

 An understanding of gender and sexuality in comparative context 

 

Attendance:  

You are expected to attend every class.  Absences will significantly reduce your semester grade, 

and chronic absence is grounds for failing the course.  You must use the absence reporting 

website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An 

email is automatically sent to me. 

 

Final grades will be assigned on the following basis: 

Papers     60% 

Quizzes, in-class writing  20% 

Class participation   20% 

  

You are welcome to bring laptops, tablets, or other devices to class in order to take notes, view 

pdfs, or follow up a point or question on the internet.  You are not welcome, however, to spend 

class time checking Facebook, doing email, texting, playing games, etc.  I will ask you to turn off 

and put away your devices if your use of them, in my view, disrupts the learning environment. 

 

Statement on Academic Integrity: 

This course, like all those you take for credit at Rutgers, is governed by the Rutgers Academic 

Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity.  This policy 

requires that students “properly acknowledge and cite all use of the ideas, results, or words of 

others,” “properly acknowledge all contributors to a given piece of work,” and “make sure that 

all work submitted as his or her own . . . is produced without the aid of unsanctioned materials 

or unsanctioned collaboration.”  The policy also requires students to “treat all other students in 

an ethical manner, respecting their integrity and right to pursue their educational goals without 

interference. This requires that a student neither facilitate academic dishonesty by others nor 

obstruct their academic progress.” 

While we expect all assignments to be written by the student himself or herself, fear of 

inadvertent plagiarism should not keep students from talking (and arguing) with one another 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity
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about the works we study, helping each other to interpret difficult passages, or reporting on 

such disputes or collaborative understandings in their written work.  When in doubt, note the 

assistance of your friends and teachers.  It’s ethical as well as polite. 

 

Statement on Disabilities: 

“Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey abides by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments (ADAA) of 2008, and Sections 504 and 

508 which mandate that reasonable accommodations be provided for qualified students with 

disabilities and accessibility of online information.  If you have a disability and may require 

some type of instructional and/or examination accommodation, please contact me early in the 

semester so that I can provide or facilitate in providing accommodations you may need.  If you 

have not already done so, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Services, the 

designated office on campus to provide services and administer exams with accommodations 

for students with disabilities.  The Office of Disability Services is located in the Kreeger 

Learning Center, 151 College Ave, Suite 123, phone number 732-932-2848.  I look forward to 

talking with you soon to learn how I may be helpful in enhancing your academic success in this 

course.” 

 


